ABOLISHING CHRISTIANITY                  II
pleasure, when, having squandered away their vigour, health and estates, they are forced by some disagreeable marriage to piece up their broken fortunes, and entail rottenness and politeness on their posterity ? Now, here are ten thousand persons reduced by the wise regulations of Henry the Eighth,1 to the necessity of a low diet, and moderate exercise, who are the only great restorers of our breed, without which the nation would in an age or two become one great hospital.
Another advantage proposed by the abolishing of Christianity, is the clear gain of one day in seven, which is now entirely lost, and consequently the kingdom one seventh less considerable in trade, business, and pleasure; besides the loss to the public of so many stately structures now in the hands of the Clergy, which might be converted into playhouses, exchanges, market-houses, common dormitories, and other public edifices.
I hope I shall be forgiven a hard word, if I call this a perfect cavil. I readily own there has been an old custom time out of mind, for people to assemble in the churches every Sunday, and that shops are still frequently shut, in order as it is conceived, to preserve the memory of that ancient practice, but how this can prove a hindrance to business or pleasure, is hard to imagine. What if the men of pleasure are forced one day in the week, to game at home instead of the chocolate-houses ? 2 Are not the taverns and coffeehouses open ? Can there be a more convenient season for taking a dose of physic? Are fewer claps got upon Sundays than other days ? Is not that the chief day for traders to sum up the accounts of the week, and for lawyers to prepare their briefs ? But I would fain know how it can be pretended that the churches are misapplied ? Where are more appointments and rendezvouzes of gallantry ? Where more care to appear in the foremost box with greater advantage of dress ? Where more meetings for business ? Where more bargains driven of all sorts ? And where so many conveniences or enticements to sleep ?
There is one advantage greater than any of the foregoing,
1  His seizures of the revenues of the Church.    [T. S.]
2  The chocolate-houses seem to have been largely used for gambling purposes.    They were not so numerous as the coffee-houses.    [T. S. ]